This is a classic Chinese idiom story from traditional Chinese culture, focusing
on Dong Yong’ s moving journey of selling himself into servitude to bury his father.
As a cherished part of ancient Chinese Mengxue education, it embodies the wisdom
of extreme filial piety and sacrifice, a timeless virtue passed down through

traditional Chinese culture stories.

[h5E ]
HE/AKEE (P75 Dong Yong Zi Mai)

Dong Yong Sells Himself to Bury His Father |
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dong han shi qI nan yang jun you yi wei ming jido dong ydong de nian qing rén cha shén hdan mén yiu fu qin
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xiang yi wéi ming dodng yong xing qing chin hou qin lao pi shi m& tian kao géng tian dd chai mou shéng
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bu xing de shi fu qin yIn zhdng nian ldo 1éi shén ti ri jian xG rud zul zhong yi bing bu qi  dong
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yong si cht qid yi wen yao hud@ gudng le jia zhong sud you ji x quée yI rdn méi néng wan jit fu gin
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de shéng ming fu qin qu shi hou dong ydng lian wéi fu gin ban 11 sang shl de giédn dou méi yoéu  xiIn
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wéi le rang fu qin an rdn ru ti dong yong si  lai xidng qu  zul zhong zuod cha le yi gé jué ding
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z1 mai wéi nu yong mai shén de qidn wéi fu qin ban sang shi ta da& ting dao dang di  fu  hu péi
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shi jid@ xd yao pud rén bian zhi dong qian qu qid jian shudo ming zi ji de chu jing yuan yi mai shén san
KX & ZADANME £ 30 5 £k W,u W EHCK L K B E x5 =

nian huan qu zang fu zhi =zl

o 3R 2 B

péi shi jian dong yong xido xin chéng kén you qin ldo ldo shi  xin zhong shi fén gdn dong bu jin d& ying
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le ta de qging qid hai ¢é wai géi le yi xié qgidn rang ta féng gudang di an zang fu qin  dong ydng
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yong zhé bi qidn wéi fu qin ban wén sang shi hou bian ru yué 1lai dao péi shl jia zud nu pu méi tian
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ql zdo tan héi qin qin k&n k&n di gan hué tido shui pi chdi géng tian =zhong di  céng bu tou ldn shud
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td dul dai gong zud jin xin jin 1i dul dai péi shi yi jia gong gong jing jing ji  shi shou dao q1
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pu rén de ji dul céong bu ji  jiao sadn nidn qi mdn hou dong yong dd suan shu shén hui jia zhong
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xin kai shi shéng hu6é chuan shuo zhong dong yong de zhi xido zhl xin gdn dong 1le tian d1 tian di pai qi
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xian nl xi&a fén bang zht td@ chdng hai zhai wu zul zhéng lidng rén jié wéi fa qi gud shang le ping dn
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xing fu de shéng huo
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ddéng yong zi mai wéi nd zang fu de gu shi 1lid chudn qian gt chéng wéi hou shl xido qin jing zhdng de
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[English Translation]

During the Eastern Han Dynasty, there was a young man named Dong Yong in Nanyang
Commandery. Born into a poor family, he lived with his father and depended on each
other. Dong Yong was honest, diligent and simple, making a living by farming and
cutting firewood every day. He took good care of his father and never let him suffer

any grievances, no matter how hard life was.



Unfortunately, his father s health gradually declined due to years of hard work, and
he finally fell seriously ill and passed away. Dong Yong sought medical treatment
everywhere, spending all his family savings, but still failed to save his father’ s
life. After his father died, Dong Yong didn’ t even have the money to hold a funeral

for him. He was filled with sorrow and anxiety, not knowing what to do.

To bury his father properly, Dong Yong thought hard and finally made a decision

—sell himself into slavery to get money for his father’ s funeral. He heard that the
wealthy Pei family needed servants, so he took the initiative to visit them, explained
his situation, and was willing to sell himself for three years in exchange for money

to bury his father.

Moved by Dong Yong’ s sincere filial piety and hardworking nature, the Pei family not
only agreed to his request but also gave him some extra money to hold a decent funeral
for his father. After finishing his father’ s funeral with this money, Dong Yong came
to the Pei family as a servant as promised. He got up early and worked late every
day, doing his work diligently—carrying water, chopping firewood, farming the fields
—never being lazy.

He did his work wholeheartedly and treated the Pei family respectfully. Even if he
was squeezed by other servants, he never cared. After three years, Dong Yong planned
to redeem himself and go home to start a new life. According to legend, Dong Yong s
profound filial piety moved the Jade Emperor, who sent the Seventh Fairy down to earth
to help him pay off his debts. Finally, the two got married and lived a peaceful and

happy life.

The story of Dong Yong selling himself into slavery to bury his father has been passed
down for thousands of years, becoming a model of filial piety for later generations.
It tells us that filial piety is the most precious quality, and even in difficulties,

we should try our best to be filial to our parents.
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1. Filial piety is the foundation of virtue: Dong Yong’ s willingness to sacrifice himself
for his father shows that filial piety is the most basic and important moral character.

2. Honesty and trustworthiness go hand in hand with filial piety: Dong Yong kept his
promise to work as a servant for three years, embodying the importance of integrity
while practicing filial piety.

3. Kindness and filial piety will be rewarded: Dong Yong’ s sincere filial piety moved
others and brought him good fortune, proving that good deeds are always repaid.

4. Adversity tests true character: In the face of the hardship of losing his father and

being poor, Dong Yong chose to take responsibility, showing a strong and noble

character.
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1. 2 (Fill in the blanks) :
HAKN THSRIMEHE, JuE (21 mai weéi nd) .

To hold a funeral for his father, Dong Yong decided to (sell himself into slavery).

2. EPEH (Multiple choice) :
HKINFATIES) T#E? ()
Who was moved by Dong Yong' s filial piety? ( )

A. FEIK (The Pei family) B. K4F (The Jade Emperor) C. PAE#EZ (Both A and B)

3. HZE@ (Think and share) :
HKN T AR EMMEA O, RS2 O i EE AR A7 BEUUR B
Dong Yong was willing to sacrifice himself for his father. What do you think is the most

important thing in filial piety? Share your understanding.

As one of the most revered traditional Chinese culture stories about filial piety, “Dong
Yong Sells Himself” has inspired generations to honor their parents with great sacrifice.
It perfectly showcases the core value of filial devotion in Chinese idiom stories, making

it a timeless educational tale for readers interested in traditional Chinese culture.
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