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1. Shou Zha Dai Tu (SFFEfFH)

Meaning: To wait for windfalls (hoping for easy gains without effort)

Example: “Don’ t just sit by the toy box waiting for a new toy — that’ s shou zh
0 dai tu! You have to ask nicely.”

Quiz: Which of these is shou zhua dai tu?

A) Working hard to earn money

B) Waiting for a gift without asking

C) Helping a friend find a lost toy

2. Hua Shé Tian Za (HHEIRAL)

Meaning: To gild the 1lily (ruining something by adding unnecessary details)
Example: “Your drawing of a snake is perfect — don’ t add feet! That would be hua
shé tian zu.”

Quiz: Which of these is hua shé tian zu?

A) Adding extra stickers to a already perfect card

B) Coloring a picture with bright colors

C) Using a ruler to draw a straight line

3. Dul Niu Tan Qin CKf4-3%5)

Meaning: To cast pearls before swine (talking to someone who doesn’ t understand or
care)

Example: “Trying to explain calculus to your little brother is like dul niu tdn gin
— he just wants to play.”

Quiz: Which of these is dul niu tdn gin?

A) Telling a baby a complicated story

B) Reading a book to your dog

C) Teaching your friend a new game




4. Ji Fei Dan Da (M9 KHEE4T)

Meaning: To end up with nothing (trying to get two things and failing at both)
Example: “If you try to hold both the cookie and the juice, you’ 11 drop them both
— that’ s ji féi dan da.”

Quiz: Which of these is ji féi dan da?

A) Trying to catch two butterflies and missing both

B) Sharing your snack with a friend

C) Finishing your homework and watching TV

5. Hit Téu Shé Wei (JE3ki)E)

Meaning: A strong start, weak finish (losing interest halfway through)

Example: “You started your puzzle with so much energy, but now you’ re watching TV
— don’ t be hil téu shé wei!”

Quiz: Which of these is hiu téu shé wéi?

A) Starting a book and finishing it quickly

B) Cleaning your room for 5 minutes and then playing

C) Practicing piano every day

6. Lang Tan Hi Yan ORFFEMH)

Meaning: To eat very quickly and greedily

Example: “Slow down and chew your food! Eating lang tan hi yan will give you a
stomachache. ”

Quiz: Which of these is ldng tan hi yan?

A) Eating your dinner in 2 minutes

B) Taking small bites and chewing slowly

C) Sharing your food with the whole family

7. Wang Yang Bu Lao (TZ3FA4MA)
Meaning: Better late than never (fixing a problem after it happens)
Example: “You forgot to water the plant, but you can still do it now — that’ s wdng

yang bu ldo.”



Quiz: Which of these is wdng ydng bt 1ldo?
A) Fixing a broken bike after you crashed it
B) Leaving a mess on the floor and ignoring it

C) Wearing a helmet when riding your bike

8. Y&n &r Dao Ling (FEH )

Meaning: To plug your ears while stealing a bell (thinking you can hide a mistake)
Example: “Covering your eyes won’ t make the mess disappear — that’ s ydn &r ddao
ling. Clean it up!”

Quiz: Which of these is ydn ér ddao ling?

A) Hiding a broken toy under your bed

B) Telling your mom you broke the vase

C) Cleaning up a spill right away

9. Ke Zhou Qiu Jian (HFF3KEI)

Meaning: To use an old method for a new problem

Example: “You can’ t use last year’ s map to find the new park — that’ s ké& zh
ou qiu jian.”

Quiz: Which of these is ké zhou qiu jian?

A) Using a new app to find your way

B) Asking your mom for directions

C) Using a 10-year—-old map to find a new store

10. Jing Di Zhi Wa OHFJEZ %)

Meaning: A frog in a well (someone with a narrow view of the world)

Example: “If you never travel, you’ 11 be like jing di zhi wa — you won’ t know
how big the world is.”

Quiz: Which of these is jing di zhi wa?
A) Traveling to a new country every year

B) Thinking your school is the only one in the world

C) Reading books about different cultures
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Waiting for a gift without asking

Adding extra stickers to a already perfect card
Telling a baby a complicated story

Trying to catch two butterflies and missing both
Cleaning your room for 5 minutes and then playing
Eating your dinner in 2 minutes

Fixing a broken bike after you crashed it

Hiding a broken toy under your bed

Using a 10-year—old map to find a new store

Thinking your school is the only one in the world
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